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Sunday, April 4, 2021 
Easter Sunday 

Introduction 
Christ is risen! Jesus is alive, and God has swallowed up death forever. With Mary 
Magdalene, Mary the mother of James, and Salome, we may feel astonished and 
confused, unsure of what to make of the empty tomb. But this is why we gather: to 
proclaim, witness, praise, and affirm the liberating reality of Christ’s death and 
resurrection. In word and feast, we celebrate God’s unending love, and depart to share 
this good news with all the world. Alleluia!      
                                                                                            

The Gathering 
 Welcome & Announcements 

Gathering Hymn   “Jesus Christ is Risen Today”    #365 
 
Thanksgiving for Baptism 

Thanksgiving for Baptism 
Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
Refreshed by the resurrection life we share in Christ, 
let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 
Water may be poured into the font as the presiding minister gives thanks. 
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We thank you, risen Christ, 
for these waters where you make us new, 
leading us from death to life, from tears to joy. 
We bless you, risen Christ, that your Spirit comes to us 
in the grace-filled waters of rebirth, 
like rains to our thirsting earth, 
like streams that revive our souls, 
like cups of cool water shared with strangers. 
Breathe your peace on your church when we hide in fear. 
Clothe us with your mercy and forgiveness. 
Send us companions on our journey as we share your life. 
Make us one, risen Christ. 
Cleanse our hearts. 
Shower us with life. 
To you be given all praise, 
with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God, 
now and forever. 
Amen. 

 
Hymn Of Praise “Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds”  #367 
 
Greeting                 
 
Prayer of the Day                                                      
L: The Lord be with you.  
 C: And also with you.  
 

We Pray: O God, you gave your only Son to suffer death on the cross for our 

redemption, and by his glorious resurrection you delivered us from the power of 

death. Make us die every day to sin, that we may live with him forever in the joy of 

the resurrection, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with 

you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
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The Word 

First Reading                             Acts 10:34-43 

Peter crosses the immense religious and social boundary that separates Jews from 
Gentiles in order to proclaim the good news of Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection, so 
that God’s forgiveness in Jesus’ name would reach out to all people. 

34Peter began to speak to [the people]: “I truly understand that God shows no 
partiality, 35but in every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is 
acceptable to him. 36You know the message he sent to the people of Israel, preaching 
peace by Jesus Christ—he is Lord of all. 37That message spread throughout Judea, 
beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John announced: 38how God anointed Jesus 
of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how he went about doing good and 
healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. 39We are witnesses 
to all that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him 
on a tree; 40but God raised him on the third day and allowed him to appear, 41not to all 
the people but to us who were chosen by God as witnesses, and who ate and drank with 
him after he rose from the dead. 42He commanded us to preach to the people and to 
testify that he is the one ordained by God as judge of the living and the dead. 43All the 
prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of 
sins through his name.” 
 

L: The Word of the Lord.   

C: Thanks be to God. 
   

Psalm         Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24 

 1Give thanks to the LORD, for the LORD is good; 

  God’s mercy endures forever. 

 2Let Israel now declare, 

  “God’s mercy endures forever.” 

 14The LORD is my strength and my song, 

  and has become my salvation. 

 15Shouts of rejoicing and salvation echo in the tents of the righteous: 

  “The right hand of the LORD acts valiantly! 

 16The right hand of the LORD is exalted! 

  The right hand of the LORD acts valiantly!” 
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 17I shall not die, but live, 

  and declare the works of the LORD.  

 18The LORD indeed punished me sorely, 

  but did not hand me over to death. 

 19Open for me the gates of righteousness; 

  I will enter them and give thanks to the LORD. 

 20“This is the gate of the LORD; 

  here the righteous may enter.” 

 21I give thanks to you, for you have answered me 

  and you have become my salvation.  

 22The stone that the builders rejected 

  has become the chief cornerstone. 

 23By the LORD has this been done; 

  it is marvelous in our eyes. 

 24This is the day that the LORD has made; 

  let us rejoice and be glad in it.  

 
Second Reading       1 Corinthians 15:1-11  

The core of the Christian faith and Paul’s preaching is the death and resurrection of Jesus 
Christ. As the crucified and risen Christ appeared to the earliest of his followers, so we 
experience the presence of the Risen One in the preaching of this faith. 

1Now I would remind you, brothers and sisters, of the good news that I proclaimed to 
you, which you in turn received, in which also you stand, 2through which also you are 
being saved, if you hold firmly to the message that I proclaimed to you—unless you have 
come to believe in vain. 
  3For I handed on to you as of first importance what I in turn had received: that Christ 
died for our sins in accordance with the scriptures, 4and that he was buried, and that he 
was raised on the third day in accordance with the scriptures, 5and that he appeared to 
Cephas, then to the twelve. 6Then he appeared to more than five hundred brothers and 
sisters at one time, most of whom are still alive, though some have died. 7Then he 
appeared to James, then to all the apostles. 8Last of all, as to one untimely born, he 
appeared also to me. 9For I am the least of the apostles, unfit to be called an apostle, 
because I persecuted the church of God. 10But by the grace of God I am what I am, and 
his grace toward me has not been in vain. On the contrary, I worked harder than any of 
them—though it was not I, but the grace of God that is with me. 11Whether then it was I 
or they, so we proclaim and so you have come to believe. 
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L: The Word of the Lord.   
C: Thanks be to God. 
 

Please stand to welcome the Gospel 
 

Gospel Acclamation            pg.142  
 
L: The Holy Gospel according to Mark  
  C: Glory to you, O Lord.  

Holy Gospel                                                                            Mark 16:1-8 
The resurrection of Jesus is announced, and the response is one of terror and 
amazement. 

1When the sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James, and 
Salome bought spices, so that they might go and anoint [Jesus’ body]. 2And very early on 
the first day of the week, when the sun had risen, they went to the tomb. 3They had 
been saying to one another, “Who will roll away the stone for us from the entrance to 
the tomb?” 4When they looked up, they saw that the stone, which was very large, had 
already been rolled back. 5As they entered the tomb, they saw a young man, dressed in 
a white robe, sitting on the right side; and they were alarmed. 6But he said to them, “Do 
not be alarmed; you are looking for Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified. He has been 
raised; he is not here. Look, there is the place they laid him. 7But go, tell his disciples and 
Peter that he is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see him, just as he told 
you.” 8So they went out and fled from the tomb, for terror and amazement had seized 
them; and they said nothing to anyone, for they were afraid. 
 

L: The Gospel of the Lord.  

C: Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Sermon  
                           
Hymn of the Day   “Christ Has Arisen, Alleluia”   #364 vs 1-4 
 
Apostle’s Creed   *Inside Front Cover* 
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L: The peace of the Lord be with you. 
 C: And also with you. 

Let There Be Peace on Earth 
Let there be peace on earth 
And let it begin with me. 
Let there be peace on earth 
The peace that was meant to be. 
With God as our Father 
neighbors all are we. 
Let me walk with my neighbor 
In perfect harmony. 

Let peace begin with me 
Let this be the moment now. 
With every step I take 
Let this be my solemn vow. 
To take each moment 
And live each moment 
With peace eternally. 
Let there be peace on earth, 
And let it begin with me.                                                                                                       

Prayers of the People 
 L: Lord in your mercy 

 C: Hear our prayer 

 

“Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying”                     #752 
  Lord, listen to your children praying, 

Lord, send your Spirit in this place; 
Lord, listen to your children praying,  

send us love, send us power, send us grace.”   

The Great Thanksgiving                           pg. 144 
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Holy, Holy, Holy                          pg. 144 

The Lord’s  Prayer                                              pg. 145 

Benediction     “Amen, Amen, A-men”   Sung response 

Sending Hymn    “Thine Is the Glory”    #376 

Dismissal 

L: Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
C: Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
 

L: Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia! 
C: Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 

 

Prayer Concerns at  

 St. John’s Lutheran Church 

FOR HEALING, STRENGTH & GOOD HEALTH:   

Harrison Job Magstadt & his parents Haley & Nathan Magstadt 
  Kristin Johnson         

James Hauter  (Lynn Johnson’s Father) 
Arlyne Magstad 

Shirley Kitzan 
Dee Homelvig -Chemotherapy 

Emmalou Lavine (Armin’s Sister) 

Steve and Kayla Olson and son Luke 
Ruby Perhus 
Jacque Kitzan 

April Frye 
Family of Wellde Heinle 

Family of Pam Meier 
Family of Brooke Hargrove 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Concert announcement 

103.7 The Connection presents "An Evening with I Am They" on Saturday, May 1 at 7 pm 
at Trinity High School Auditorium. Tickets are on sale now. 
Visit www.1037theconnection.com or call the station at 483-1037 for more information 
or to buy tickets. 

Volunteers needed for the I Am They concert on May 1. Help is needed in various areas, 
including load-in/out, ushers, merch table, Child Fund table, ticket takers and more. If 
you are interested, call the station at 483-1037 or go online to 
https://signup.com/go/puOashk. 
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